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The Jeff Ray File

MSU Coaching Career
Men’s Basketball
(1994-00, 2003-09)

Produced the two winningest coaching 
stints in MSU history. Led the program 
to an NAIA and four NCAA Division 
II national tournament appearances. 
Piloted program to four Lone Star 
Conference Championships and is third 
in program history with 230 wins in 12 
seasons at the helm.

Women’s Basketball
(1992-94)

Led Mustangs to 50-14 mark and to 
a pair of berths in the NAIA National 
Tournament in two seasons at helm.

Men’s Basketball Assistant
(1988-94)

Spent six seasons as a full time as-
sistant under Dr. Gerald Stockton. MSU 
advanced to NAIA Final Four in 1993 
and 1994.

Women’s Graduate Assistant
(1984-86)

Spent two seasons as a graduate as-
sistant under Kim Griffee before taking 
a full-time men’s assistant coaching job 
at Lon Morris Junior College (1986-88).

Men’s Golf
(2006-present)

Coached team to NCAA Division II Su-
per Regional berth in just fi rst year of 
existence in 2007.

Ray takes new role at MSU, 
continues as Director of Golf
 WICHITA FALLS, Texas - Jeff Ray 
has engraved his mark on Midwest-
ern State Athletics for much of the 
last 27 years.
 He has served the university as 
a student-athlete, a coach and an 
athletic director and will continue to 
leave his indelible impression on the 
program as the Director of Men’s and 
Women’s Golf and will also serve as 
the Life Skills Coordinator.
 Ray will also vacate his post as 
head men’s basketball coach after 
completing the program’s two most 
successful coaching tenures while 
leading the Mustangs to four Lone 
Star Conference championships and 
four trips to the NCAA Division II 
national tournament.
 “I have known Jeff Ray as a 
student-athlete, a coach, an athletic 
director and as a friend,” MSU Presi-
dent Jesse W. Rogers said. “He is a 
man of deliberate action, a man who 
knows his own mind.”
 The decision came long before Ray 
led the Mustangs on an impressive 
run through the Lone Star Confer-
ence this season as the team rattled 
off winning streaks of 10 and eight 
games on its way to a 25-7 record 
before closing its season in the South 
Central Regional semifi nals in War-
rensburg, Mo.
 “Jeff and I have been discussing 
this direction since last spring, and it 
has been with mixed emotions that 
we make this move for him,” MSU 
Athletics Director Charlie Carr said. 
“It will be a daunting task to replace 
Jeff Ray as our basketball coach. In 
the two seasons I’ve watched Mid-
western basketball, I enjoyed one of 
the best coaches I’ve known in his 
approach to the game, his values, his 

work ethic and his genuine love for 
our players.”
 Ray upheld the legacy of MSU bas-
ketball posting a combined 230 wins 
which rates behind the legendary 
Gerald Stockton and Dennis Vinzant 
for the third most coaching wins in 
program history. Ray owns the best 
winning percentage in MSU men’s 
basketball history having won better 
than 65 percent of his games.
 In his fi rst stint at the helm of 
the MSU men’s program, Ray posted 
a remarkable 118-60 (.663) mark 
which included postseason trips in 
fi ve of six seasons. 
 After leading the team to the NAIA 
playoffs in each of his fi rst three 
seasons, Ray and the Indians didn’t 
take long to adapt to NCAA Division 
II competition as Midwestern raced to 
the South Central Region semifi nals 
with a 27-5 mark in 1998-99.
 MSU followed with another post-
season run in 1999-00 when the 
team fell a win shy of the Elite Eight 
and fi nished with a 27-7 mark.
 Ray then accepted an assistant 
coaching position at the University 
of North Texas for a season before 
returning to his alma mater on Jan. 
8, 2002 when he was named Athlet-
ics Director - a position he would hold 
until returning to coaching basketball 
full time in August of 2005 when Ray 
also assumed coaching duties of the 
newly created men’s golf program.
 In his most recent six-year stint 
at the helm of the men’s basketball 
program, he posted a 112-60 (.651) 
record, never fi nished below .500 and 
claimed two more LSC championships 
and returned to the NCAA Division II 
South Central Regionals in 2007 and 
2009.



 “While Jeff’s departure from Mid-
western men’s basketball may be 
disconcerting to those of us who feel 
comfortable when the world contin-
ues as before, Jeff, himself looks for-
ward to the new assignment,” Rogers 
said. “He’ll still be coaching how to 
play the ball, only now the ball will be 
a small white one. I know he’ll keep 
the ball in the center of the fairway 
and continue to bring distinction to 
MSU Athletics. That’s Jeff Ray.”
 Ray has proven his prowess for 
mentoring on the links where he 
helped the Mustangs to an NCAA Di-
vision II Super Regional appearance 
in just their fi rst year of existence in 
2007. Now, he will get the chance 
to build another program from the 
ground up.
 “This is something that is good for 
me and my family,” Ray said. “It’s a 
chance for me to change directions 
and put more time into golf. The 
timing is just right to stay in Wichita 
Falls and coach golf.”
 He will also move into a position to 
touch the lives of many more student 
athletes.
 “Jeff will oversee and become the 
director of our Live Skills program, 
a most important component of a 
Model Division II program,” Carr said. 
“I could not tailor this job to a better 
fi t, as we seek to give growth and 
development opportunities to our 
student athletes in many important 
areas away from the competition 
fi eld.
 I’m saddened to lose a fi ne basket-
ball coach, but thrilled for our entire 
program to gain a person who can 
affect so many more of our student-
athletes in these new roles.”
 Ray, who played for MSU during 
the 1982-83 and ‘83-84 seasons, 
returned to campus in 1988 as a full-

MSU Coaching History

Coach Tenure Years Record Pct
C.P. Mosley 1924-25 1 10-6 .625
C.C. Frazee 1925-26 1 12-10 .545
H.T. Ludgate 1926-28 2 18-17 .514
Al Baggett 1928-30 2 22-28 .440
D.L. Ligon 1937-43, 44-46 8 84-75 .528
H.J. Steph 1943-44 2 6-9 .400
“Red” Rutledge 1946-49 3 19-47 .288
Paul Brotherton 1949-52 3 39-25 .609
Dallas Clynch 1952-56** 4+ 73-40 .646
Dennis Vinzant 1955-70 13+ 246-156 .612
Gerald Stockton 1970-94 24 492-328 .600
Jeff Ray 1994-00 6 118-60 .663
Greg Giddings 2000-03 3 38-45 .458
Jeff Ray 2003-09 6 112-61 .647

By Tenure

Coach Years Games Record Pct.
Fermon “Red” Rutledge 1946-47 19 4-15 .263
Fermon “Red” Rutledge 1947-48 23 7-16 .304
Fermon “Red” Rutledge 1948-49 24 8-16 .333
Paul Brotherton 1949-50 16 7-9 .438
Paul Brotherton 1950-51 21 12-9 .571
Paul Brotherton 1951-52 27 20-7 .741
Dallas Clynch 1952-53 26 17-9 .654
Dallas Clynch 1953-54 25 14-11 .560
Dallas Clynch 1954-55 27 22-5 .815
Dallas Clynch 1955-56 26 19-7 .731
Dallas Clynch 1956** 9 2-7 .222
Dennis Vinzant 1955-56** 16 10-6 .625
  combined 1955-56 25 12-13 .480
Dennis Vinzant 1957-58 25 9-16 .360
Dennis Vinzant 1958-59 24 12-12 .500
Dennis Vinzant 1959-60 34 17-17 .500
Dennis Vinzant 1960-61 28 12-16 .429
Dennis Vinzant 1961-62 27 22-5 .815
Dennis Vinzant 1962-63 25 17-8 .680
Dennis Vinzant 1963-64 26 20-6 .769
Dennis Vinzant 1964-65 34 28-6 .824
Dennis Vinzant 1965-66 32 26-6 .813
Dennis Vinzant 1966-67 32 21-11 .656

Season-by-season

Dennis Vinzant 1967-68 28 19-9 .679
Dennis Vinzant 1968-69 33 14-19 .424
Dennis Vinzant 1969-70 29 18-11 .621
Gerald Stockton 1970-71 28 12-16 .429
Gerald Stockton 1971-72 32 17-15 .531
Gerald Stockton 1972-73 29 16-13 .552
Gerald Stockton 1973-74 37 30-7 .811
Gerald Stockton 1974-75 37 31-6 .838
Gerald Stockton 1975-76 35 23-12 .657
Gerald Stockton 1976-77 34 24-10 .706
Gerald Stockton 1977-78 34 21-13 .618
Gerald Stockton 1978-79 41 24-17 .585
Gerald Stockton 1979-80 32 22-10 .688
Gerald Stockton 1980-81 43 25-18 .581
Gerald Stockton 1981-82 31 14-17 .452
Gerald Stockton 1982-83 35 21-14 .600
Gerald Stockton 1983-84 40 24-16 .600
Gerald Stockton 1984-85 31 21-10 .677
Gerald Stockton 1985-86 31 22-9 .710
Gerald Stockton 1986-87 29 10-19 .345
Gerald Stockton 1987-88 34 18-16 .529
Gerald Stockton 1988-89 34 13-21 .382
Gerald Stockton 1989-90 35 17-18 .486
Gerald Stockton 1990-91 33 13-20 .394
Gerald Stockton 1991-92 33 26-7 .788
Gerald Stockton 1992-93 37 25-12 .676
Gerald Stockton 1993-94 35 23-12 .657
Jeff Ray 1994-95 30 19-11 .633
Jeff Ray 1995-96 28 17-11 .607
Jeff Ray 1996-97 28 17-11 .607
Jeff Ray 1997-98 26 11-15 .423
Jeff Ray 1998-99 32 27-5 .844
Jeff Ray 1999-00 34 27-7 .794
Greg Giddings 2000-01 28 15-13 .536
Greg Giddings 2001-02 27 13-14 .481
Greg Giddings 2002-03 28 10-18 .357
Jeff Ray 2003-04 28 16-12 .571
Jeff Ray 2004-05 29 18-11 .621
Jeff Ray 2005-06 27 16-11 .593
Jeff Ray 2006-07 31 24-7 .774
Jeff Ray 2007-08 26 13-13 .500
Jeff Ray 2008-09 32 25-7 .781
Total  2187 1289-898 .589

Season Total Overall Home Away Neutral League Overall Finish Home Away Neutral Postseason  
1992-93 30 22-8 12-2 6-4 4-2 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - NAIA National Tournament
1993-94 34 28-6 10-3 13-2 5-1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - NAIA National Tournament 
Totals 64 50-14 22-5 19-6 9-3 - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - -

JEFF RAY COACHING CAREER YEAR-BY-YEAR (WOMEN)

Season Total Overall Home Away Neutral League Overall Finish Home Away Neutral Postseason  
1994-95 30 19-11 13-3 5-7 1-1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - NAIA National Tournament
1995-96 28 17-11 13-2 4-8 0-1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - NAIA SW Region Independents
1996-97 28 17-11 12-3 4-7 1-1 LSC 10-6 3rd 6-2 4-4 0-0 NAIA SW Region Independents
1997-98 26 11-15 8-4 3-11 0-0 LSC-S 3-11 6th 3-4 0-7 0-0 - - - - -
1998-99 32 27-5 17-2 9-3 1-0 LSC-S 11-3 1st 6-1 5-2 0-0 NCAA II South Central Regional (#1)
1999-00 34 27-7 13-0 8-4 6-3 LSC-S 13-1 1st 7-0 6-1 0-0 NCAA II South Central Regional (#2)
2003-04 28 16-12 9-4 5-8 2-0 LSC-S 6-6 4th 3-3 3-3 0-0 LSC Quarterfi nals
2004-05 29 18-11 13-2 5-8 0-1 LSC-S 9-3 2nd 5-1 4-2 0-0 LSC Semifi nals
2005-06 27 16-11 11-3 5-6 0-2 LSC-S 5-7 5th 3-3 2-4 0-0 - - - - -
2006-07 31 24-7 13-3 8-3 3-1 LSC-S 9-3 1st 4-2 5-1 0-0 NCAA II South Central Regional (#3)
2007-08 26 13-13 9-5 4-7 0-1 LSC-S 5-7 5th 3-3 2-4 0-0 - - - - -
2008-09 32 25-7 13-1 6-6 6-0 LSC-S 10-2 1st 6-0 4-2 0-0 NCAA II South Central Regional (#4)  
Totals 353 230-121 131-32 66-78 20-11 LSC-S 81-49  46-19 35-28 0-0 LSC Champions (1999, 2000, 2007, 2009)

JEFF RAY COACHING CAREER YEAR-BY-YEAR (MEN)

time assistant coach with the men’s 
program. Ray maintained that post 
through the 1993-94 season, and he 
accepted an additional role as head 
coach of the women’s squad during 
the 1992-93 and ‘93-94 seasons.
 An advisory committee will be 
formed Wednesday and the search 
for Midwestern’s next men’s basket-
ball coach begins immediately.


