Lone Star Conference

Champions
1999
2000
2007
2009

NCAA Division 11

1999
2000
2007

Men’s Basketball 2009

Midwestern State Sports Information B 3410 Taft Blvd. B Wichita Falls, Texas B 76308

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE ® April 17, 2009
Trey Reed, Sports Information Director

Phone: (940) 397-4818 W Fax: (940) 691-8129 W E-mail: trey.reed@mwsu.edu @ MSUMustangs.com

e | 116 Gttt McCasland Fil mummm

Coaching Career

Midland College
(2003-09)

Spent the last five seasons as head
coach at Midland College where he has
directed the Chaps to a 143-32 (.817)
including an NJCAA national champion-
ship in 2007 and a national runner-up
finish this spring. He was named NJCAA
Coach of the Year in 2007. McCasland
served as Shanon Hays’ assistant for
the 2003-04 campaign when Midland
College advanced to the national semi-
finals with a 30-6 record.

Northeastern Junior College
(2001-03)

Averaged 20 wins during his two sea-
sons at Northeastern Junior College
in Sterling, Colo. Helped Plainsmen to
an NJCAA Region 1V final and a South
Sub-Region championship.

Texas Tech
(1999-2001)

Served as Director of Basketball Oper-
nations on Lynn Dickey’s staff at Texas
Tech. Responsibilities included schedul-
ing, on-campus recruiting and served
as camp director.

Playing Career

Baylor University
(1995-99)

Earned Big 12 Academic All-Conference
honorable mention honors as a four
year walk-on guard for Harry Miller at
Baylor University.

Junior College national
champion to lead Mustangs

WICHITA FALLS, Texas - Grant Mc-
Casland was named the eighth men’s
basketball coach at Midwestern State
University Friday afternoon.

“Our family is thrilled and honored
to come to Midwestern State,” McCa-
sland said. “I am thankful (President)
Dr. (Jesse W.) Rogers and (Athletic
Director) Mr. (Charlie) Carr for trust-
ing me with the responsibility of
leading a program with such a great
tradition. | hope to continue that.”

If his track record as a five-year
coach at Midland College is any indi-
cation, the Mustangs will be in good
hands.

McCasland led the Chaparrals to a
National Junior College Athletic As-
sociation championship in 2007 and a

posting a 143-32 record and an .817
winning percentage.

“We just felt like he was such a
good fit for our program and what we
are trying to do,” Carr said. “He has
a great passion for the game, and he
came across as having a great pas-
sion for the kids in the meetings he
had with them.”

McCasland led the Chaparrals to
the NJCAA Elite Eight in all but two
of his seasons at Midland College and
earned numerous coaching honors
as he was named NJCAA National
and Texas Association of Basketball
Coaches’ Junior College Coach of the
Year in his national championship
season of 2007. He is a two-time
NJCAA District Coach of the Year and

National Tournament

national runner-up finish earlier this
spring. Midland College has won at
least 26 games in each of its season

earned Western Junior College Ath-
letic Conference top coaching honors
on two other occasions.

with McCasland at the helm while McCasland, who is the first coach-

What others say abour McCasland
Former Texas lech Head Coach James Dickey

“Grant is a great young coach, a rising star in the profession. He’s a wonderful family
man, a tireless worker, a great communicator and recruiter. He loves the game, is dedi-
cated and loyal to his players and staff and will be to Midwestern.”

Midland College Athletics Director Forrest Allen

“His coaching accomplisments speaks for itself, but MSU is getting much more than
that. You couldn’t ask for a better pick. He is hard working, dedicated and is a great
communicator. He's such a quality person. We're very proud of him and happy he’s go-
ing to a good place. Grant is going to do an incredible job not only with the basketball
program, but in the community. MSU is going to love the McCasland family.”

Former Midwestern State Coach Jeff Ray

“Grant is a great coach and has done a great job at Midland and he will do the same
at Midwestern. | think a lot of him as a person and as a coach.”

Gonzaga University Assistant Coach Tommy Lloyd

“Grant is a top-notch person and family man. On the floor, he’s an incredible coach
and superb communicator. My only regret is that he’s now with Midwestern instead of
on the staff at Gonzaga.”
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tion for developing great individual
talents as he has sent 19 players to
NCAA Division | programs and had a
player selected in the NBA draft.
During his tenure Midland Col-
lege, McCasland coached two NJCAA
All-Americans, a national tournament
MVP, 10 NJCAA All-Region V selec-
tions, a WJCAC MVP and 14 All-WJ-
CAC first-team performers.
McCasland attributes his coaching
success to his family, especially his
wife Cece, as well as their three chil-
dren, daughter Amaris (age 4), son
Jett (age 2) and 6-month-old daugh-

ter, Jersey. — ) —
“The peop]e at MSU rea”y sold me —MCCaS/aﬂd at Mwﬂﬂﬂd College—

and my family on coming to Wichita Year Record Pct.  Accolades

Falls,” McCasland said. “I'm ready to 200405 2610 722 NJCAARunner Up
K . ” Region V Champions
hit the ground running. WICAC Champions
District V Coach of the Year
WJCAC Coach of the Year
2005-06 27-6 .818 Region V Tournament Finals
2006-07 29-8 784 NJCAA National Champions
Region V Champions
NJCAA Coach of the Year
NJCAA Coach of the Tournament
TABC Junior College Coach of the Year
District 5 Coach of the Year
2007-08 28-4 875 Region V Tournament
WJCAC Champions
WJCAC Coach of the Year
2008-09 334 892 NJCAA National Runner-Up
Region V Champions
WJCAC Champions
District 5 Coach of the Year
WJCAC Coach of the Year




